Open Meets
Open Meets are organized by a number of Swimming Clubs up and down the Country. They are at various levels thereby allowing swimmers to compete against other swimmers of similar abilities. Sometimes they are licensed by the ASA as follows:-
Level 1 - is aimed at national qualifiers, or swimmers close to national qualification, looking for opportunities to achieve national qualifying times. These meets will have qualifying times for entry, which will be just below national times.  E.g. Burns Open Meet Sheffield or Regional Championships
Level 2 -is aimed at regional qualifiers and will have qualifying times and upper-limit times.  E.G. Cambridge Spring Open, Leicester or County Championships, 
Level 3 - is for club swimmers aiming to reach county qualifying times.  
Level 4 - such meets are for club swimmers below county qualifying times and those beginning competitions E.G. Cambridge Summer Open

Modernian Swimming Club supports a number of Open Meets during the course of a year. Some of these are not licensed (eg Fenland, Hitchin) but we like to send a team of swimmers to these as they are very good for confidence building, experiencing the competitions and team building.  

Where the meets are not licensed, they are usually ‘graded’. They too often have qualifying times (upper and lower limits in some cases).                                   Grade A – is aimed somewhere between a Level 1 and Level 2 gala (above) e.g Leighton Buzzard November Meet.                                                                                                    Grade B – is aimed between a Level 2 and Level 3 gala (above) e.g Sheffield                                       Grade C – this is aimed at those swimmers starting out in competition much like the Level 4 licensed meets e.g Leighton Buzzard May meet.

Then there are ‘open’ Open Meets – where there are no qualifying times such as Fenland and Hitchin
You enter as an individual and can swim in as many races as you want to, provided that you meet any criteria for qualifying times. You usually need to give your best time on the entry form.  If you do not enter a time and your entry is accepted, you will be put in the 1st heat, which is the slowest heat.
Swimming Gala Information
This section of the information pack deals with the different types of competitions and the process that is involved with each. There are five main types of competitions. These are:

· Club Gala

· Open Gala

· The County Championships

· The Regional Championships

· The National Championships

The majority of swimmers start off competing at a club gala. A club gala can be graded from ‘A’, the fastest, through to ‘C’, the slowest. These meets are graded so that all swimmers at all levels of ability get the opportunity to compete at some stage. Most new members of the squad start off at ‘C’ grade level. There is a list of all competitions on the club notice board at Bedford Modern School and at Bedford High School swimming pool. The teams are chosen by the coaches. When a swimmer has been chosen to represent the club he/she will be given a slip or sent an e-mail telling the swimmer when the gala is, where it is, and what time of the day it is. Most club galas take place on a Saturday evening. Occasionally for a club gala there will be a coach to take the swimmers. This will incur a slight cost to the swimmer as well as the parent if they wish to attend. If a coach is provided it is normal for all swimmers to travel together. If a coach is not provided the swimmer must organise their own transportation to the gala. One problem with a graded gala is that some clubs think it is good to take an ‘A’ grade team to a ‘C’ grade gala. Our club never does this knowingly and we will always try our hardest to put out a team that is representative of the grade of the gala. To try and prevent this happening some galas have cut off times. This means that if the swimmer swims faster than the cut off time assigned to the race then they forfeit the points. As a club we always encourage our swimmers to swim as fast as possible in any race and if they are quicker than the cut off time then so be it. 

An open gala is a gala that the swimmer chooses to enter. They also choose which events they would like to enter. Again, open meets can be graded but the majority of them are ‘Level 1’ or above. Level 1 meets are the highest level of open meet. To enter an open meet the swimmer needs to get an entry form from their coach. More often than not the coach will give out entry forms to the swimmers that they feel should be entering the gala. However, this does not mean that the swimmer cannot ask for an entry form. When entering an open gala there is a fee for each event that the swimmer wishes to swim. This usually ranges from £3.50 up to £4.75 depending on which club is organising the gala. To enter most open meets the swimmer needs to registered with the Amateur Swimming Association. This is done through Chris Felce. Entry forms for the gala are normally handed out six to eight weeks in advance of the gala. On the entry form their will be a date that the form has to be back to the coach. The entry forms will require the swimmer to submit an entry time for the race, this is one reason for keeping a record of race times. A.S.A rules state that all entry times submitted must be accurate. All entry fees must be paid by a cheque made payable to M.S.C. Several days before the gala, the swimmer will be given their cards. These cards have to be posted when you go to the gala. As you enter the swimming pool there will be a box that they need to be put in. The cards need to be posted at least ten minutes before the start of the warm up.

The County Championships are run as an open gala and all swimmers have to pay to enter. These championships usually happen just before Easter and all swimmers should enter at least two events. The gala is held over three weekends. The county championships are the biggest competition that most of the swimmers are likely to swim in. I like to describe them as their ‘Olympics’. Entry forms are usually given out around Christmas time and have to be in by the middle of January. The club always does well in the Counties and if you come along and support you will see that the Modernians are by far the best club in the county.

The Regional Championships are for those swimmers who are that much better than county level. To enter these championships the swimmer must have beaten a set entry time. The club usually has a good number of swimmers who reach regional level although the majority of them are the senior swimmers. 

The National championships are for the swimmers who are capable of competing at a higher level than the Regional championships. Again, there are qualifying times that the swimmer has to beat and this must be done at a set gala. The club has several representatives at national level.

