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Bamberg-Bedford SportFest 2009

A very excited team of MSC swimmers departed Oasis pool on Thursday 17th September for a marathon coach trip to Bamberg for the four-yearly town twin Sports Festival. They were distinctly less chirpy by the time we arrived in Bamberg at 2pm on the Friday! After an official welcome the swimmers were paired off to meet and go home with their German counterparts.

Saturday morning dawned bright and sunny for the inter club competition at their town pool. Su and I believe the Rhiannon and Danielle both put in the most heroic of performances in swimming the 200m Fly event for the first time ever!! We had a great competition between the clubs over 100m and 200m with a few relays thrown in for good measure. Unfortunately our ‘less young’ swimmers (those over 18!) were a little the worse for wear (deliberate sabotage??) having had a very late night on the Friday with Fabian and friends from SV Bamberg however they all dug deep and put in good performances in their races. All of the swimmers swam their hearts out with some achieving personal bests and it was a very friendly but very competitive gala! 

We had provided our swimmers with water bottles as gifts for the German swimmers and in return SV Bamberg gave us red caps.

Saturday afternoon saw most going shopping in the town centre followed by a bbq at SV Bamberg’s own pool and club house. Their outdoor pool temperature was 20 degrees but that didn’t stop our swimmers!! Ask yours about  the ‘beer’ relay…

Sunday morning was again bright and sunny and we all met up for a cruise on their town river followed by an historical (or should that be hysterical?) walking tour of the town. Sunday evening saw all of the sports clubs (Bedford and Bamberg) attend a formal dinner and ceremony to close the Sports Festival. We didn’t win the gala but neither did many of the other Bedford clubs, the Bamberg clubs definitely had the advantage of a home team! It was very pleasing to see many friendships being  formed between our club and SV Bamberg (and they will be here with a team in 2012!!)

Su and I would just like to say we had a very tiring ‘working’ weekend but the squad was one of the best we have ever chaperoned!! Thank you!!

